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on a steady increase during the past month. Most of our cities have heen visited by 
the epidemic, there being many cases and the disease taking a rapid and fatal course. 

At the present writing there is a marked improvement in the cities, but the villages 
in all directions are suffering severely — the epidemic spreading far and wide. In the 
port of Swatow there is now but little of either plague or cholera. 

Respectfully, Anna K. Scott, M. D., 

American Baptist Mission, Swatow. 
John W. Kber, 

Assistant Surgeon, Hongkong, China. 

June £5, 1902. 
Since writing my letter of the 15th instant there has been a fresh outbreak of cholera 
in Swatow. Yesterday Mr. Mathieson Brown, of Messrs. Butterfleld & Swire, suc- 
cumbed to the disease after an illness of twelve hours. I am informed that many of 
the Chinese are dying of it within the past four days. 

A. K. Scott. 

Hongkong, China, July 7, 1902. 

Sie : I have the honor to transmit herewith the abstract of bills ol 
health issued at this station during the week ended July 5 : Thirteen 
vessels were inspected, 806 individuals were bathed at the disinfecting 
(station, and 1,043 pieces of baggage were disinfected by steam. There 
were 9 rejections during the week because of fever. One of the bills of 
health was issued to the British steamship Avstrasia July 3, after disin- 
fection of the crew and their living apartments. This vessel had a case 
of cholera develop among the crew while in this port, which was removed 
to the infectious-disease hospital June 5, 1902. 

A few cases of cholera continue to occur in the colony, 9 cases and 6 
deaths having been reported during the week. Of the total cases 
reported, 4 were Chinese, 3 were Japanese, 1 an European, and 1 an 
Indian. 

Information received from Shanghai and Hankow during the week 
indicate that those ports are being visited by severe epidemics, and that 
the disease has spread to the surrounding villages and country. The 
Japanese steamship America Maru, of the San Francisco lines, was 
quarantined here July 3 because of a case of cholera which developed 
in the steerage after leaving Shanghai. 

Thirty-two cases of plague and 3L deaths and 1 case of smallpox and 
1 death were also reported during the week. One of the plague cases 
was landed from the P. and O. steamship Valetta, carrying the 
outward English mail. During the past two days 2 other cases have 
been removed to Kennedy Town hospital suffering with plague, and 
other cases are under observation. I am informed that many cases of 
illness developed after the ship left Singapore and that on arrival here 
many dead rats were found in the vessel. This vessel had lain in 
Bombay for some months prior to this voyage. 

Bespectfully, John W. Kerb, 

Assistant Surgeon. 

The Surgeon-General. 

Cholera at Niuchwang. 
[No. 129.] 

Niuchwang, China, June 26, 1902. 
Sir : I have to confirm my telegram of this day : 
Secretary of State, Washington, D. C: Cholera. — Miller. 

The first appearance of cholera was on June 6, brought into port by 
a British steamship that brought 1,500 coolies here from Taku. Every 
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effort was made to suppress it and as many as could be secured of these 
coolies were put in detention ; but the disease broke out in 70 places 
and up to date 500 cases have been reported and 340 have died. 
Respectfully, Henry B. Miller, 

United States Consul. 
The Assistant Secretary op State. 

COLOMBIA. 

Weekly report of condition* and transactions at Bocas del Toro — Fruit port. 

Bocas DEL Toro, Colombia, August 5, 1902. 

Sir : I have the honor to make the following report of the conditions 
and transactions at this port during the week ended August 4, 1902 : 

Population according to census, not obtainable. Number of cases 
and deaths from yellow fever during the week, none ; number of 
cases and deaths from smallpox during the week, none ; number of 
cases and deaths from typhus fever during the week, none ; number of 
cases and deaths from cholera during the week, none ; number of cases 
and deaths from plague during the week, none ; number of deaths from 
other causes during the week, 5. Prevailing diseases, malaria and 
some dysentery. Deaths and causes are as follows : One adult, female, 
consumption; 1 adult, female, dysentery; 1 child, female, malarial 
fever ; 1 adult, male, American, white (Rev. F. J. Hutchins), dysentery ; 
and 1 adult, Chinaman, chronic malaria. General sanitary condition of 
this port and the surrounding country during the week, good. Quite cool 
weather and heavy rains have no doubt helped the sanitary condition 
here. 

Bills of health were issued to the following vessels : July 30, steamship 
Colombia; crew, 18; passengers from this port, none; passengers in 
transit, none ; baggage disinfected, none. August 2, steamship Mount 
Vernon; crew, 20; passengers from this port, none; passengers in 
transit, none ; baggage disinfected, none. 

Respectfully, Paul Osterhotjt, 

Acting Assistant Surgeon. 

The Surgeon- General. 

COSTA RICA. 
Weekly report of conditions and transactions at Port Limon — Fruit port. 

Port Limon, Costa Rica, August 7, 1902. 

Sir : I have the honor to make the following report of the conditions 
and transactions at this port during the week ended August 7, 1902 : 

Present officially estimated population, 4,000. Number of cases and 
deaths from yellow fever during the week, none ; number of cases and 
deaths from smallpox during the week, none; number of cases and 
deaths from typhus fever during the week, none ; number of cases and 
deaths from cholera during the week, none ; number of cases and deaths 
from plague during the week, none; number of deaths from other 
causes during the week, 5. Prevailing disease, malarial fever. General 
sanitary condition of this port and the surrounding country during the 
week has been good. The 5 deaths noted above occurred in this 
port — 1 white, male, Salvadorean, and 4 colored, males, 1 an infant, 
due to, respectively, influenza, chronic malarial fever, lumbricoides, a 
sudden death, cause unknown, and pleurisy with complications. 



